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A REPORT on inner trends and forecasts of significant developments, dedicated to the preservation of the American way and a free democratic economy by the revival and extension of Christian 
sharing and the prevention of war by the revelation and correction of the causes of war. WE BELIEVE that if our society moves vigorously forward under the impulses of its Judaic-Christian 
traditions and concepts of truth, we will avoid the curse of violent change as represented by the evils of communism. WE ARE CONVINCED that the American answer for both communism and 


democratic socialism is a revitalized Christian capitalism that pr t 9 
security out of production and other forms of applied Christian sharing. WE STAND for ou 
country is being influenced into the wrong, we would seek through democratic means to set our country right. WE HOLD this to be the highest service to patriotism and to 





closer man 


t-worker cooperation, greater worker participation in ownership, profit-sharing, systems of pensions or 
r country, right or wrong, rejoicing when it is right, but when authoritative evidence indicates our 





What Can I Do? 

Many young Christians today find 
themselves in uniform, a part of 
armed power and violence in far-off 
areas of the world. How can a young 
Christian in uniform bear witness 
under these circumstances, where 
alcoholism and vice are often more 
prevalent among officers and men 
than the Christian tenets? This chal- 
lenge has been met in a remarkable 
way in Korea where American sol- 
diers have dug into their pockets to 
pay for food, clothing and shelter 
for Korean war victims and have 
given thousands of hours of their 
time to aid helpless civilians. Many 
GI's re-wrapped the Christmas pres- 
ents they got from home and gave 
them to needy Koreans during the 
Christmas parties that every U. S. 
Army unit in Korea staged for or- 
phan children and others in want. 


Under the program called Armed 
Forces Assistance to Korea and 
with a starting budget of $15 mil- 
lion of U. S. aid funds, plus the 
hearts and hands of the GI’s, it has 
been possible to build schools. 
churches, hospitals, homes, orphan- 
ages. roads and other helpful com- 
munity projects undertaken by GI’s 
with the cooperation of able-bodied 
Koreans. The GI’s were not assign- 
ed to these duties but contributed 
their free time. Such efforts have 
made a shambles of the Red propa- 
ganda charges that all U. S. troops 
are blood-thirsty capitalist villains— 
and have exposed the brutal per- 
formances of the Communist tyran- 
ny itself above the 38th parallel. as 
no propaganda of our own could 
have done. Despite the atmosphere 
of distrust, deceit, wastage and vio- 
lence that militarism fosters, the na- 
ture of our Christian culture, for all 
its shortcomings and faults, glows 
forth upon a dark and despairing 
world through the actions and atti- 
tudes of thousands of American 
boys who are the products of Chris- 
tian homes. 


X-Ray and Forecast 


HEN THE NEW FACTS CONCERNING WAR AND SCIENCE 

ARE KNOWN, all talk of solving any problems by war will re- 
mind us of a man who is trying to stop a leaking roof by setting his house 
on fire. Only crazy people do that. 


Months ago we reported that the world’s leading scientists in the 
field of genetics were becoming convinced that the atomic explosions 
which had already occurred were sufficient to increase the background of 
radiation on the earth’s surface to the extent of bringing damaging effects 
upon future generations. Following our publication of these views, nu- 
merous journals elaborated these warnings by such scientists as Dr. A. H. 
Sturtevant of the California Institute of Technology, Dr. E. D. Adrian, 
President of the Royal Society of Scientists in London, Dr. Louis de 
Broglie of the Paris Academy and others of equal fame. 

A BACKHANDED CONFIRMATION of this radiation threat 
now comes from none other than the scientists employed as advisors by 
the Atomic Energy Commission. They report that, in reviewing past find- 
ings on the effect of radiation, they had “found it necessary to revise up- 
ward their estimates of the dangers of long-term hereditary hazards of 
atomic and other radiation on man.” The press has paid little attention to 
this report, partly because the AEC scientists also attempt to reassure the 
public that there is no hazard in atomic fall-outs, while they concede they 
had not known how to make accurate estimates in the past! 

THE ATOMIC SCIENTISTS who have unsuccessfully opposed 
the military extremists’ demand that atomic weapons be developed with all 
haste, regardless of any biological or sociological hazard, believe this ad- 
mission represents a reluctant face-saving maneuver on the part of the 
Atomic Energy Commission, as they realize at last that we are dealing 
with substances beyond the knowledge and control of men. This is what 
Einstein, Oppenheimer and other leading atomic scientists have urged us 
to recognize all along. 

BUT THE STRANGE AND MACABRE FACT REMAINS that 
the U. S. Government — under the pressure of military extremists — is 
still rushing on with atomic weapons development despite the haunting 
possibility that every new atomic explosion may add to the suffering and 
blight of future generations. 

THE EXCUSE GIVEN for this suicidal march is that we live un- 
der the threat of atomic war. But this claim does not stand up under any 
examination of the known facts. The U. S. has detonated at least 50 
atomic explosions, and Russia only 11, most of them small. (No atomic 
bomb tests can be secretly conducted because of worldwide radiation pa- 
trols.) The atomic scientists are unanimous in their belief that our atomic 
weapons development is far in advance of the Russians’ because of our 
great lead in industrial technology. Our store of atomic bombs and missiles 
is estimated to be at least 10 times greater than Russia’s atomic armaments. 

THE CLAIM that we are under threat of atomic attack is not even 
supported by our own military commanders in the field who frankly con- 
cede that there are no signs of a concentration for war at any sector of the 
Soviet defense perimeter, and these men have military intelligence reports 
always at hand. In the Far East there is no evidence of increased Com- 
munist military focus except on the China mainland across from Formosa. 


THE FORMOSA BUILD-UP: Obviously Formosa is now the big 
(continued on NEXT page) 


Truth and Power 

Federal Government Power offi- 
cials are studying new plans for fi- 
nancing the expansion of additional 
power facilities under the Tennessee 
Valley Authority. TVA does not 
have enough power to meet the 
growing demands in the booming 
industrial areas it serves, as demon- 
strated by the widely discussed 
Dixon-Yates private power plant 
project—an auxiliary of TVA. 
New proposals would have TVA is- 
sue interest-bearing bonds which 
may be purchased by private in- 
vestors — banks, insurance com- 
panies, etc. — the sale of which will 
provide funds for the construction 
of new dams and power plants to 
augment TVA facilities, these bonds 
to be liquidated by the earnings of 
TVA. 

The private power utility corpor- 
ations oppose this plan because it 
will expose to public gaze the other 
side of the argument which the pri- 
vate utility corporations have used 
as their chief weapon against the 
development of Federal power sys- 
tems — that these public power 
projects are only made possible by 
taxing all citizens to provide cheap 
power in a selected area. The truth, 
which will now become self evident, 
is that all Federal power projects 
which have been created by loans 
from the Federal Government are 
actually profitable investments for 
the Government, for the loans are 
repaid with interest out of the earn- 
ings of these same power systems. 
In many instances, the public power 
projects have repaid these Federal 
loans ahead of schedule. 

TVA, which was financed by 
$890 millions of Federal funds, has 
earned 4 per cent average income 
in net profit over the years, some- 
times as high as 5.7 per cent, and 
even under recent drought condi- 
tions, has returned 314 per cent to 
the Government on its investment. 


Thus TVA is amply able to finance, 
(continued first col., NEXT page) 








Truth and Power 
(continued) 
out of its own earnings, further con- 
struction of power facilities in its 
area, as it has been able to finance 
the repayment of the funds that cre- 
ated it. 

Private enterprise should have a 
position of full partnership with the 
great Federal power systems, but 
private enterprise will establish that 
partnership more firmly and endur- 
ingly if its position is honestly taken 
without resorting to the customary 
deception of modern high pressure 
advertising. 

POWER AND MONEY: The 
Anti-Monopoly subcommittee of the 
Senate, headed by a Republican, 
Sen. Langer of North Dakota, has 
released an impressive amount of 
evidence concerning the manner in 
which the control and ownership of 
the nation’s private electric utilities 
gravitate to the big Eastern finan- 
cial interests. The Utility Holding 
Company Act, passed by Congress 
in 1935, was an attempt to encour- 
age local ownership and control on 
the theory that local owners would 
be more responsive to local needs 
and more concerned with services 
than with investment profits. 

The Senate Committee reports 
that 11 Eastern financiai houses are 
listed as the principal voting stock- 
holders in 100 of the nation’s larg- 
er operating power companies. The 
11 stockholding companies are all 
located in New York City, Phila- 
delphia, Boston and Wilmington, 
Delaware. The various private util- 
ity companies in which they hold 
controlling stock stretch in an in- 
tricate web from coast to coast and 
have assets of nearly $19 billion. 
Thus the committee findings sharp- 
ly contradict the private utility ads 
seen in many daily papers, assuring 
the consumer that their local power 
company is “home owned” by thou- 
sands of “little stockholders.” As 
long as the GOP has control of the 
Senate. scant attention was given to 
these findings. although a Republi- 
can headed the committee. The 
Senate subcommittee does not ob- 
ject when a few investment houses 
hold a controlling interest in scores 
of private utilities—if these in- 
vestors give their first concern to the 
obligations of public service, but, 
unfortunately, this is often not the 
case. The basic questions at stake 
is whether or not electric power, as 
the ‘life blood of capitalism, should 
be made available at the cheapest 
possible price. consistent with sound 
investment. If power production is 
operated on more restrictive lines 
for the primary benefit of the in- 
vestor, then the consumer (includ- 
ing thousands of small businesses, 
manufacturers, farmers, etc.) suf- 
fers and capitalism is weakened. 


X-Ray and Foreeast = (continued) 


threat of war that justifies our military hysteria. What is the real nature 
of this threat? It is open knowledge to all that Chiang Kai-shek has been at- 
tacking islands along the coast of China for many months, using American 
military equipment. As Chiang Kai-shek’s maneuvers continued, the Reds 
naturally increased their defenses along the coast — which are always re- 
ported here in headlines as a Red build-up against Formosa. The fact is 
that both Chiang and the Reds are guilty of aggression. The Reds have 
certainly retaliated by attacking the small islands hugging the mainland 
where Chiang has been maneuvering — as what military force would not? 
Such a situation would inevitably lead to the day when the Peking Reds 
would demand that we withdraw from Formosa and take Chiang with us. 
Between The Lines has forecast for months this “Monroe Doctrine” 
proclamation by Red China concerning Formosa. What would we do if 
Russia had performed in like manner on our coasts through a puppet 
government in Cuba? 

THE THREAT OF COMMUNISM as a subversive revolutionary 
force throughout the world is real and dangerous. It has been inevitable 
that the Chinese Communists would eventually have endeavored to take 
Formosa by their usual methods of underground intrigue and civil revolt 
within the island itself —the method from which they never vary. But 
the present build-up for war in Formosa is as full of deceit and fraud as 
most situations that cause war. Certainly our mighty sea and air power 
can be employed more rationally and honestly for our defense. 

The world now politely ignores the fact that Chiang Kai-shek’s 
forces took over Formosa by violence and slaughter a few years ago, hence 
realize they would not be able to hold it once Red infiltration really be- 
gan to operate. The news has been full of the deadly intrigue and double 
crossing within Chiang’s own official ruling cliques. Open warfare against 
the Reds with American support therefore became the only hope of sav- 
ing Chiang’s regime. 


OSCOW’S VIEW: The Communist tyranny thinks and plans in terms 

of revolution. Washington thinks and plans only in terms of war 
with the Communists, and that’s splendid from Moscow’s viewpoint. for 
as long as we think only in terms of war with the Communists, it leaves 
the field wide open for revolutionary activity. The Marshall plan is the 
glowing exception. With this great aid program for Western Europe, we 
wrecked the Communist design for the sovietizing of France, Italy. Aus- 
tria and Germany whose impoverished condition after World War II left 
them exposed to the machinations of the Moscow-trained native Reds. 

But almost everywhere else we have depended upon armaments, 
rushing in with men and guns — as in Korea and Indochina — which was 
all very helpful to the cause of world revolution. The action in Korea tied 
down our military strength for three vears in a rather remote corner of 
our wide periphery of defenses, and one which has little real strategical 
value. The Russians can take all of Korea in 30 days whenever they 
should want to, knowing that to hold it, we would have to spend much 
more blood and resources than it is worth. The action in Korea drained 
us of blood and resources, increased China’s fears and resentment of 
white American domination of Asia, an important step in the Commu- 
nist doctrinaire, and provided a screen for the build-up of a more impor- 
tant revolutionary move in Indochina, all of which looked well on the 
scoreboard in the Kremlin. 

Whenever an effective aid program for Asia has been talked about 
in Washington, Moscow has had reason to worry. If $5 billion (one-sev- 
enth of the cost of the Korean war) were to be spent in Southeast Asia. 
improving living conditions, promoting modern technological advance- 
ment in industry, agriculture and village life, it would postpone indefinite- 
ly any threat of a Communist uprising. Evidence of this may be seen in 
the energetic gestures of the Russians in offering technical aid to India, 
including the outright gift of a whole steel mill. Russian agents are work- 
ing along the same lines in Indonesia and Malaya. Eisenhower spoke re- 
cently of an effective aid program for Asia, but fortunately for Moscow, 
the suggestion was soon forgotten in the uproar over Formosa. So the 
Communist plans for the infiltration of Southeast Asia are safe again. 

THE POLITBURO CAN USUALLY COUNT ON OUR CON- 
GRESS to react correctly according to Marxist doctrinaire concerning the 
way the legislative bodies of capitalist democracies are expected to react 
to Marxist tactics. One might guess that Senators Knowland, Jenner, Dirk- 
sen, et al, and their counterparts in the House had been taking correspond- 
ence courses from the Moscow School of Communist Strategy on “How 
to Maneuver the Capitalist Powers into Positions of Impotency.” For now 
with all the eyes and the jangled nerves of Washington focused on For- 
mosa, a new set of advantages are being handed to the Moscow Red tyrants: 

(1) Human nature and racial feelings being what they are, more 

(continued on NEXT page) 





The Stock Market 


Since the forecasts on long-range 
economic trends in our January is- 
sues, we have received many letters 
expressing appreciation for the long | 
view but asking, “What about the 
stock market now? Is it going to / 
blow its top as in 1929-30?” Said 
one reader, “I’m an educator with 
my small savings in a few carefully 
chosen stocks. What can I expect?” 

No, it is almost impossible for 
the 1929-30 debacle to be repeated; , 
too many brakes are set to prevent 
it. First, the Government has twice 
intervened, changing legal margins 
on stock purchases, to regulate spec- 
ulation; then today guaranteed bank 
deposits protect the average citizen. ’ 
When the 1929 market plunged, 
banks failed, thousands lost their , 
savings, consumers stopped buying, | 
which kept business levels and the 
stock market down and prevented 
recovery. That can’t happen now. 

The market can and will fluctu- 
ate, with wide movements over the | 
years; money can get tight, jobs can 
get scarce again, but controls will 
tighten quickly if a plunge starts. 
The Government is prepared to 
move on a wide front to keep the 
wheels turning and dollars moving, 
and with much more cooperation 
from industry than the public real- 
izes. In the meantime, top econo- 
mists are advising their clients to 
spread their investments, to buy on 
the stock market but with caution, 
and also to put some investment in} 
land, also in rental properties. As 
long as the stock market fluctuates, | 
money will be made in buying and ! 
selling stock —a normal function 
of free trade. 


COFFEE BOILING: The Feder- 
al Trade Commission, after an in- 
vestigation of runaway coffee prices, 
charged that price manipulation and 
speculation was the cause of price 
increases. The FTC boldly stated 
that “skullduggery” among the cof- 
fee traders was robbing the Ameri- 
can housewife of millions of dollars 
and recommended congressional ac- 
tion. But the Senate Banking sub- 
committee, under the outgoing GOP 
leadership, refused to follow the 
recommendation of the FTC —to 
put coffee trading under the Com- 
modity Exchange Act. Other sena- 
tors, both Democrats and Republi- 
cans, are demanding that the new 
Congress take action. 

“FREE” ELECTIONS in East 
Germany, which, the Communists 
boasted, resulted recently in a vote 
of 99.3 per cent for the single list 
of candidates, brought bad _ reac- 
tions throughout the West and _ be- 
came the worst kind of propaganda 
for the Red regime. Jokes in the 
press and in night clubs made light 
of such “democratic voting” where 
99.3 per cent of the people saw 
things the same way — into the bar- 
rel of a gun. 
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Inside Russia 

RELIGION: The Russian Christ- 
mas (which comes on Jan. 7) was 
marked by crowded churches every- 
where for the special Christmas 
services, according to the dispatches 
from the Soviet. The throngs in 
Moscow gathered early, for it was 
cold and “cruel snow-laden winds 
seemed to be blowing straight out of 
the pages of Russian history.” 
American newsmen report that 55 
Orthodox churches are now open in 
Moscow, compared to the 45 which 
were Officially reported last year. 
This does not include the Protestant 
congregations, the strongest of 
which are the Baptists who have a 
very large church in metropolitan 
Moscow, with other congregations 
scattered beyond the city. 

The Russian people, especially 
the youth, have shown increasing 
interest lately in the historically rich 
and colorful drama of the Russian 
Orthodox liturgical service—the tall 
robed priests with their deep voices. 
the acolytes bearing crosses of 
heavy crystal and great ceremonial 
candles, the spicy odor of incense 
filling the spacious sanctuary, the 
voices of two choirs echoing back 
and forth, unaccompanied, but sing- 
ing with the resonance and purity of 
tone for which Russian voices are 
noted. Newsmen reported that the 
foreign diplomatic corp, including 
the U. S., French, Canadian, Aus- 
trian ambassadors and their fami- 
lies, crowded into the great Yelo- 
kovskaya Cathedral in Moscow for 
the Christian Christmas _ service, 
joining the Russian throngs “near 
one end of the vast guilded altar 
screen, covered with ancient ikons,” 
watching the noted Patriarch Alexei 
lead in the rich and solemn service. 
There are no pews or seats in the 
Russian churches and, as in the 
Easter and other holy season pro- 
grams, the Christmas service is not 
concluded until dawn. 

The clergy in the Soviet are now 
relatively well off, being classed 
among the intellectual professions 
and no longer suffering discrimina- 
tion. In many villages the priest is 
also the book-keeper or secretary of 
the collective farm. Protestant min- 
isters are often full-time govern- 
ment clerks. Although the law pro- 
hibits religious instruction to those 
under 16 years of age, anti-religious 
propaganda has become a mere rou- 
line affair. 

British churchmen are quietly 
seizing every opportunity to pene- 
trate the Iron Curtain and to grasp 
the outstretched hands of Russian 
Christians. A distinguished interde- 
nominational delegation, which re- 
cently visited the Russian churches, 
was composed of a Methodist mod- 
erator, a leading Congregational 
lawyer, a Quaker with a concern 

(continued third col., THIS page) 
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X-Ray and Foreeast (continued) 


than one billion people of color are quite sympathetic to the demands of 
Red China that the U. S. military forces withdraw from China’s door- 
step at Formosa. So when Washington leaders utter threats of atomic war 
on Asian cities in retaliation, Moscow’s “peace” propaganda gets a boost. 

(2) With the U. S. concentrating on Formosa, Moscow may now 
concentrate more fully on concluding the sovietization of Indochina where 
an election a few months hence will determine the fate of Vietnam. Much 
will be done to infiltrate and educate strong indigenous Communist party 
action, so that the people of Vietnam will be persuaded to turn things 
over to a vigorous native Red party leadership, for the stench of the cor- 
rupt French Vietnam official regime continues to fill the air. 

(3) With America’s attention absorbed by Formosa. “the reform- 
ist tendencies” that sometimes flare up in Washington, to quote the Red 
phraseology, will not likely be attracted to Vietnam in time to remedy the 
situation there. Similarly, a few years back, the excitement over the de- 
mands for unconditional surrender of Japan, accompanied by atom bombs 
over Hiroshima and Nagasaki, did not permit America’s “reformist tend- 
encies” to become active in China in time to save Chiang Kai-shek. 

{4) The furore in Formosa will greatly aid the Red strategy in 
Germany where Moscow is trying very hard to prevent German rearma- 
ment. The Germans are reluctantly agreeing to rearm if assured that re- 
armament will help keep peace — but with the U. S. threatening to launch 
a howling full-scale war on China, the West German press is already say- 
ing that a rearmed Germany only guarantees that the war will come to 
Germany when it might otherwise be confined to Asia. So Moscow smiles. 

(5) By the rising threat of war in Asia, China is again driven back 
into full dependency upon Moscow for military equipment and the indus- 
trial support required for modern warfare, and this at a time when news 
observers were reporting many signs of Red China’s growing independ- 
ence of Russia. For China would inevitably resent Russia’s overlordship 
in the affairs of Asia. But in the present emergency, the power to pull the 
strings all over Asia reverts to Moscow. 

(6) The American posture over Formosa also greatly enhances the 
most important of all Soviet long-range plans, the break-up of Western, 
unity. The foreign press reveals that the overwhelming majority of English- 
men, Frenchmen, Italians and others of our allies. upon whom we must 
lean heavily in case of war, consider the Americans dangerously daffy in 
forcing the world to contemplate atomic war over the Formosa Straits. 
With all of the Pacific in our hands and our fleets able to crowd so close 
to the shores of China we can see whether they’re drinking green or black 


tea, one important European observer comments, “You would think the 
(continued on NEXT page) 


Inside Russia 
(continued) 
and an Anglican canon—all active : 
in Christian pacifist movements. 
STUDENTS FROM INDIA who 
recently toured the Soviet were 
showered with gifts and solicitous 
attention, but nevertheless they were 
troubled and shocked by much that 
they saw. The libraries and univer- 
sities of the Soviet impressed them 
greatly, according to American 
newsmen in India, as did the fact 
that all Russian students were as- 
sured of positions in the field for 
which they were being trained, as 
soon as schooling was over. Yet the 
Indian visitors found the Russian 
students so ill informed, so filled 
with distortions of history, so regi- 
mented that the question was re- 
peatedly raised as to how any real 
social or cultural progress could 
come from such a system. They re- 
ported that Russian students even 
believed that Ghandi had been “a 
tool of British imperialism!” Since 
representatives from almost every 
university in India were in the pil- 
grimage, the reaction of the stu- 
dents will have important influences. 
SOVIET SCIENTISTS SPEAK 
OUT: Simultaneously with the 
above report about the Indian stu- 
dents in Russia, comes a news dis- 
patch concerning a demand for 
greater freedom in Soviet scientific 
circles, voiced by leading Russian 
scientists in the noted Literturnaya 
Gazeta of Moscow. The scientists 
declared that conditions of monop- 
oly in scientific research, in which 
only “approved” themes or tech- 
niques were permitted, stifled the 
scientific mind and hampered the 
growth of knowledge. Since the pro- 
testing scientists were among the 
most famous in Russia, the very 
fact of their willingness to speak out 
indicates the changed conditions 
since the death of Stalin. 
RUSSIAN PRISONER: The 
American press gave full play to the 
story of John H. Noble’s return to 
America after ten years in Russian 
slave labor camps; the cruelty he 
observed and experienced, the great 
revolt of the prisoners at Vorkuta 
and the oppressive measures used 
to suppress the revolt. all were viv- 
idly described. But little or no men- 
tion was given to the young Amer- 
ican’s comments about the Russian 
people. He said that, despite the 
overall severe treatment of prison- 
ers, his captors had treated him 
well, that on every occasion he had 
contact with the Russian people they 
had been kind to him. Asked if he 
had bad feelings toward the Rus- 
sians, he answered, “Of course not.” 
He praised the Russian people as 
eager for friendship with the U. S. 
and said a bridge of good relations 
could be built “but politics stands in 
between.” (N. Y. Times, Jan. 18) 





Can You Remember? 

Can you live again the excitement 
of Americans by the thousands who, 
in 1939 and 1940, were convinced 
that Hitler meant to land an army 
in Argentina and march straight to 
Chicago? Even through terrain 
hardly a single person had ever 
penetrated? Hitler was a menace, 
all right, but that sort of thing 
wasn't his dish. Now, two U. S. 
Army historians have reported, aft- 
er careful study, that at no time be- 
fore Pearl Harbor did Hitler plan 
territorial conquests in the Western 
Hemisphere. They'd have been 
mobbed for saying this a few years 
ago. After Pearl Harbor, Hitler’s 
only plotting in this Hemisphere 
concerned the vaguely suggested use 
of German immigrants in Argen- 
tina and Brazil to establish Nazi 
strongholds from which German air 
attacks upon the U. S. might be 
launched if he should succeed in 
subduing Europe and had to hold 
off America. Today we are often 
told that if the Communists should 
ever get a foothold in Africa, or on 
the Aleutian Islands the Reds would 
soon be in Seattle or Miami, Flori- 
da, ignoring the thousands of miles 
of formidable barriers that bar all 
forms of land invasions. 


U. S. & Latin America 
(continued from our last issue) 
IN ARGENTINA, dictator Pe- 

ron is firmly in the saddle, and the 


political situation seems more or 
less stable. However, a strange con- 
flict is on between the Peron gov- 
ernment and the Catholic hierarchy, 
which once stood in full support of 
Peron, and from whom the church 
once received many favors. The 
people of Buenos Aires are sophis- 
ticated urbanites, quite imbued with 
the American spirit of independence 
and freedom, at least in their per- 
sonal affairs. As long as they are 
fairly prosperous, Peron, who has 
held power by favoring the workers 
and the army, is able to keep a firm 
hand politically. But in their grow- 
ing urbanity the Argentines have re- 
fused to abide by some of the more 
archaic of Catholic laws and regula- 
tions. especially those governing 
marriage and divorce, etc. In the 
meantime, Peron has increasingly 
tended to act independently of the 
hierarchy; the priests have been 
urged by the hierarchy to use their 
influence through individual con- 
tacts with workers and farmers to 
promote anti-Peronist sentiments, 
no doubt aimed at later political 
action 

A few weeks ago Peron cracked 
down on the church. threw several 
priests into jail for “subversive ac- 
tivities” and encouraged the Argen- 
tine Senate to pass new marriage 
and divorce laws that openly defied 
Catholic law. Legal rights were also 
granted to illegitimate children and 

(continued third col., THIS page) 
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Americans would feel sufficiently secure to parry patiently and adroitly 
with the Chinese who are notoriously fond of bargaining — instead of 
threatening to blow the world to hell over one island.” 

(7) The most dramatic advantage Moscow gains out of the For- 
mosa situation, however, comes to light in a letter to your editor from a 
naval officer of rank who has been with the U. S. fleet off Formosa. 
“What gives any well-trained Navy man the jitters is that, if war is com- 
ing, here we are swimming like a bunch of fish in a net that’s slowly be- 
ing dragged shoreward. We cruise the narrow Formosa Straits, knowing 
that the coast of China a few miles off our flank is open to the Russians. 
They could easily set up torpedo launching facilities any place they please 
and launch one hundred or more of the new radar-magnetic undersea tor- 
pedo missiles which will not quit swimming until each has run down and 
destroyed the first floating steel mass in its directional range. Oh brother, 
what would happen to our fleet!” 

If Russia also feels that war is imminent, what more inspiring tac- 
tical situation could the Soviet high command contemplate than the great 
American Pacific fleet conveniently concentrated in easy range for air 
and undersea atomic attack not 100 miles from shores friendly to Russia? 
But here we are again — facing the way science and the atom have car- 
ried us . . . . far beyond our political and military capacities and strate- 
gies. (For an authoritative analysis of atomic war vs. present strategy, read 
the article by Gen. Thomas R. Phillips, U.S. A. Retired, a noted mili- 
tary scientist and tactician, in the October Bulletin of Atomic Scientists.) 


HAT’S THE ANSWER TO FORMOSA? The heart of the question 

centers upon the ship lanes and islands in the Formosa Straits. 
Strictly speaking, in terms of international law and custom, the U. S. is 
entitled to occupy the island, for Japan had long held Formosa and we 
defeated Japan in a war started by the Japanese themselves. American 
leaders ten years ago wisely refrained from an outright American occupa- 
tion of Formosa but used it to house our armed puppet, Chiang Kai-shek 
— who has now been integrated into our Pacific defense system. 

While we have this right, in terms of international law and cus- 
tom, it should not blind us to an awareness of the natural and inevitable 
results when our armed puppet, Chiang Kai-shek, uses his sheltered “sanc- 
tuary” to threaten and torment the China coast, as pointed out above. 

THUS PRESIDENT EISENHOWER has acted in accordance with 
international law when he has drawn a line down through the Formosa 
Straits and announced the U. S. determination to defend our military bas- 
tion on Formosa and its puppet, the Chiang regime. But has he recog- 
nized the rights of Red China to retaliate for assaults along its shores, 
which by international law Red China has a right to do? 

THE HOPE RESIDES CHIEFLY IN THE UNITED NATIONS, 
though it may well be that the Reds, arrogant in their newly acquired 
power and blind to the consequences of modern war may launch a full- 
scale attack upon Formosa before the UN can act. Only the authority of 
the UN could encompass all the inflammatory elements involved in Asia. 
Because the people of color are fully represented in the UN, even with 
Red China’s absence, action by the UN is relieved of the virus of ra- 
cialism which the Reds play upon so skillfully and which plagues all ap- 
proaches between the U. S. and the Peking Governments. Only the UN 
can step in and restore law and order and a return to reason. 

BUT GIVE HEED TO THIS FACT: The politicians and military, 
along with the senators who have been whooping it up for war over For- 
mosa, are largely the same ones who stab the Uniied Nations in the back on 
every occasion. What goes on here? What are their aims? Are they in the 
employ of the multimillionaire China lobby which wants a U. S.-sponsor- 
ed war with Red China no matter what the cost in American lives and 
treasure? It is this pro-war, anti-UN cabal which makes up the other end 
of the axis of world destruction, one wheel whirling in Moscow to twist 
and distort truth, to intimidate and enflame men that they may be drawn 
into the net of international tyranny and enslavement; the other wheel 
whirling in Washington to twist and distort truth, to intimidate and en- 
flame men that they may be drawn into the net of violence and militarism. 

The peace maker, the seeker for truth, must stand with courage 
and undimmed vision between. We are grateful that the President him- 
self stands between these destructive forces, as do some brave members 
of Congress. This includes not only the lonely three in the Senate who 
were not afraid to face defeat in remaining true to their convictions, but 
the others in both Senate and House who, although they felt they must 
yield to the pressure of hysteria to protect their political futures, have 
subsequently admitted that at heart they oppose all resorts to military vio- 
lence and implored the President to hold firm in his similar determination. 
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(continued) 
unwed mothers, in open defiance of 
the Catholic hierarchy. These laws 
were hastily contrived and will need 
to be amended and reframed jp 
many instances — but they make 
their points. The Vatican promptly 
exploded with loud denunciations of 
Peron. And then, realizing that Lat. 
in America was the one secure hold 
of the church in this Hemisphere, 
that Peron was an important figure 
in that relationship, the Vatican 
softened its first denunciations and 
now is trying to work out a new 
approach to the Peronists. Mean- 
while, many priests are still in jail, 

IN COLOMBIA: Protestant in- 
terest in Latin America centers in 
Colombia where oppression of non- 
Catholics continues. 

Gen. Gustavo Rojas Pinilla, 
who seized control of the Colom. 
bian government last year in a mili- 
tary coup, was elected by the Con. 
stitutional Assembly recently to a 
4-year term as President of the Re. 
public. In his inaugural address Gen, 
Rojas denounced the Protestant 
religious minority and repeated ac. 
cusations long used in the “hate 
Protestantism” campaign. 

“The religious problem in Co 
lombia springs from a reactionary, 
intolerant, Roman Catholic _hier- 
archy which is oriented toward t 
Middle Ages and which refuses to 
come to terms with the liberal 
democratic trend in Colombia 0 
with the modern conception of re 
ligious freedom,” continues the re 
port. “Fearful that a tiny religious 
minority may someday challenge i 
privileged position, the hierarchy 
has launched an all-out effort t¢ 
crush Protestant Christianity. J 
wages its campaign with violence 
slander and misrepresentation, an 
since 1948 it has used the police a 
its instrument of persecution.” 

As we have reported previously 
documentary evidence, presented af 
the World Council of Churche 
meeting last Summer in Evanston, 
revealed that persecution in Colo 
bia during the past six years has 
sulted in the deaths of 53 known 
Protestants and in injuries to of 
ers: in the destruction by fire and 
dynamite of 43 Protestant churches 
and chapels: in the closing by vie 
lence or government order of 12) 
Protestant primary schools; in f 
nancial losses by Protestant co 
munities running into millions. 


CORRECTION: In our last is 
sue (page 2 of our report on condi 
tions in Central America), we state 
that “the non-Communist refo 
government of Costa Rica has agail 
been under invasion from Nicai 
gua with American army and plane 
playing a conspicuous part.” Thi 
should have read “with America 
arms and planes .. .” 
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